I recently discovered and transcribed the War Diary of my father, Dr.
John W. Cross, Sr., DDS.  During World War II he served aboard the USS
Blue Ridge from 9/27/43 through the Battle of Leyte Gulf and the
re-capture of the Philippines.   However, the diary covers only the
period of 9/27/43 through 12/30/43.  I have no idea why he discontinued
writing, but the diary has very detailed descriptions of conditions on
board ship, the activities of his shipmates, and conditions at the Blue
Ridge's ports of call.

During the period of the diary the Blue Ridge was commissioned, and the
diary provides descriptions of her shake-down cruses within NY Harbor,
the Hudson and East Rivers, as well as the risk to the ship from German
submarines while she made her initial dash from NY to Norfolk.